














Quality drama – one of the most sought 
after spaces for TV advertisers – enjoyed a 
scorching year in 2010 with stand-out UK 
originated programmes such as Downton 
Abbey, This Is England ’86, Whitechapel, 
Misfits, Identity, Bouquet of Barbed Wire,   
7 Days, Any Human Heart and Going Postal.  

These major dramas are supported by the 
longer running UK dramas: Coronation Street, 
Emmerdale, Hollyoaks, Shameless, and Skins.  
We were also treated to some of the best US 
drama with the likes of House, Desperate 
Housewives, Dexter, already with large 

followings, and new gems like The Walking 
Dead which developed passionate fanbases in 
a short time.

Comedy also had a sizzling 2010, with Harry 
Hill continuing to share his genius, The 
Inbetweeners garnered more awards and 
Phone Shop and An Idiot Abroad broke new 
ground. Alongside these were shows like the 
Alternative Election Night, Benidorm, 8 out of 
10 Cats, and of course great US imports such 
as Glee, Two and a Half Men, 30 Rock and the 
evergreen The Simpsons.

Successful new entertainment included The 
Cube, Got to Dance, Take Me Out - 2010’s 
answer to Blind Date - and who could 
forget Louie Spence being launched onto 
an unsuspecting public in Pineapple Dance 
Studios. The innovative Million Pound Drop, 
which allowed viewers to play live at home 
alongside the TV, showed us a vision of 
TV’s two-screen interactive future where 
commissioning is a multi-platform game. 
Factual series from Heston’s Feasts and 
Australian Masterchef to Embarrassing 
Bodies and The Biggest Loser also 
provided some big hits.  

And Four Weddings and My Big Fat Gypsy 
Wedding proved that we all love a bride, 
whatever she’s wearing.

It is hard to do any more than scratch the 
surface of the breadth of quality programming 
on our TV screens in 2010, but we’re confident 
that 2011 will be just as brilliant.
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Prize-winning 
programmes
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Drama, sport, factual, comedy…once again commercial TV scooped plenty of awards 
in 2010. The fact that people watched more commercial TV in 2010 – and so more ads 
– is due in no small part to its stunning programmes.  

The UK features some of the very best TV in the world which is good news for both 
viewers and advertisers.  The prize-winners below – from BAFTA, The Royal Television 
Society and National Television Awards – are testament to the commitment of the UK’s 
commercial broadcasters to produce the very best content.

Royal Television 
Awards
Daytime and early peak 
programme
Come Dine With Me 
Channel 4

Features and lifestyle series
Heston’s Feasts - Heston’s
Victorian Feast 
Channel 4

Multi-channel programme award
Dating in the Dark 
LIVING

Science & natural history
Inside Nature’s Giants 
Channel 4

Drama serial
Unforgiven 
ITV1

Writer - comedy
Iain Morris & Damon Beesley -
The Inbetweeners 
E4

Entertainment performance
Harry Hill - Harry Hill’s TV Burp 
ITV1

BAFTAs
Factual Series 
One Born Every Minute
Channel 4 

Entertainment Performance
Anthony McPartlin and Declan
Donnelly
I’m A Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here!
ITV1

Drama Series
Misfits
E4 

Single Drama 
The Unloved
Channel 4

Leading Actress
Julie Walters
Mo
Channel 4

Supporting Actress 
Rebecca Hall
Red Riding 1974
Channel 4

News Coverage 
ITV News at Ten - Haiti
Channel 4

Current Affairs 
Terror in Mumbai (Dispatches)
Channel 4

Specialist Factual 
Inside Nature’s Giants
Channel 4

Entertainment Programme 
Britain’s Got Talent
ITV1

YouTube Audience Award
Sponsored by YouTube
The Inbetweeners
E4

National Television
Awards
Serial Drama 
Coronation Street
ITV

Newcomer 
Craig Gazey
Coronation Street
ITV

Entertainment Presenter 
Ant and Dec 
ITV

Factual Programme 
Loose Women 
ITV

Entertainment Programme 
Ant and Dec’s Saturday 
Night Takeaway 
ITV

Talent Programme 
The X Factor
ITV
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